1716-27] RALE 70 HIS NEPHEW 87

it is situated on the bank of a river, which empties
into the sea thirty leagues below. I have built here
a Church which is commodious and well adorned. I
thought it my duty to spare nothing, either for its
decoration or for the beauty of the vestments that
are used in our holy Ceremonies; altar-cloths,
chasubles, copes, sacred vessels, everything is suit-
able, and would be esteemed in the Churches of
Europe. I have trained a minor Clergy of about
forty young Savages, who, in cassocks and surplices,
assist at divine Service; each one has his duty, not
only in serving at the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, but
in chanting the divine Office at the Benediction of the
blessed Sacrament, and in the Processions—which
are made with a great concourse of Savages, who
often come from a great distance in order to be
present at them. You would be edified with the
good order which they observe, and with the
reverence which they show.

Two Chapels have been built, about three hundred
steps from the Village: one, which is dedicated to
the most blessed Virgin, and in which her statue in
relief is seen, stands at the head of the river; the
other, which is dedicated to the Guardian Angel, is
below, on the same river. As they both are on the
path that leads either to the woods or to the fields,
the Savages never pass them without offering
prayers therein. There is a holy emulation among
the women of the Village regarding the best decora-
tion of the Chapel, of which they have care, when
the Procession is to enter it; all that they have in
the way of trinkets, pieces of silk or chintz, and
other things of that sort—all are used for adornment.

The many lights contribute not a little to the



